
“There	are	many	
scans	of	trees,	
however,	they	
have	not	been	

assembled	into	a	
data	forest.”

Benchmarking	tree	
species	classification	

from	proximally		
sensed	laser	scanning	
data:	Introducing	the	

FOR-species20K		
dataset



The FOR-species20K initiative marks a turning point in
the quest for automated, AI-driven forest monitoring.
By assembling an unprecedented dataset of 20,000
individual trees, standardizing data preparation, and
establishing open benchmarks for model evaluation, it
transforms a fragmented research landscape into a
shared platform for progress.
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